
Conceptions of Curriculum

Perspective Learner centered Society centered Technology 
centered

Knowledge 
centered

Skills centered

Also called Humanistic, self-
actualisation, 
individual fulfilment, 
personal success

Social 
reconstructivist, 
feminist, social-
relevance, social 
reconstruction-
relevance, social 
transformation

Systemic, 
managerial, 
technology, social 
efficiency

Academic, cultural 
transmission, scholar 
academic, academic 
rationalism

Cognitive processes

Goal Self-actualisation of 
the individual, 
personal liberation, 
individualised

Create a more just 
society, social 
reform, prepare 
people to live in 
changing world

Efficiency, uniformity, 
accountability, 
education for social 
control

Pass on best 
products of 
humanity’s intellect 
(ideas and objects), 
cultivate the intellect

Learn how to learn, 
develop cognitive 
processes, critical 
thinking

Orientation Process: no 
prescribed product, 
curriculum 
negotiated by 
learner, value laden

Process and 
product: what  and 
how the student 
learns is based on 
what is needed to 
affect change

Process and 
product: prescribed 
scope and sequence 
of knowledge, choice 
of efficient learning 
strategies to achieve 
prescribed goals

Product: focus on 
prescribed discipline 
knowledge, 
concepts, and ways 
of thinking

Process: skills 
needed to learn 
effectively

Role of teacher Facilitator: create 
environments and 
experiences that 
allow students to 
make meaning for 
themselves through 
interactions with 
others and the 
environment

Facilitator and co-
creator: help 
students identify and 
evaluate issues of 
power, inequality and 
develop skills and 
knowledge to 
address these 
problems

Designer: select 
methods and 
strategies that will 
lead to best 
attainment of 
learning outcomes 
for students

Sage: have deep 
knowledge of the 
subject and 
accurately transmit 
that subject to the 
student, inculcate 
them into the 
structure of the 
discipline

Facilitator, modeller: 
provide learning 
environments that 
develop cognitive 
problem solving, 
identify problems for 
students to address, 
model ways of 
solving

Role of student Constructor of 
meaning, agent of 
change in their own 
lives, self-regulated 
learners

Negotiator of 
meaning: discuss 
truth of opinions and 
engage in 
collaborative inquiry

Unclear Somewhere between 
passive recipient and 
active questioner of 
knowledge

Constructor of 
meaning, critical 
thinker, self-assessor

Key ideas Curriculum develops 
cognitive, affective 
and behavioural 
aspects of learners, 
must have personal 
meaning

Education as forum 
for creating social 
change, challenging 
power balance

Learning happens 
systematically and 
predictably, mastery 
learning approach

Curriculum is 
organised into 
disciplines, focus on 
intellectual 
challenge, structure 
of knowledge

How to learn focus, 
skills learned in 
context of solving 
real issues, 
outcomes that 
ensure students can 
think

Learning theory Social constructivist Social constructivist Behaviourist Behaviourist to 
constructivist

Cognitivists

Criticisms Naive and utopian unsure Ignores the “life of 
the learner”, too 
abstracted from their 
reality, learning isn’t 
predictable due to 
impact of prior 
knowledge and 
experience

Perpetuates power 
and monocultural 
bias, too separated 
from the lives of the 
student

unsure


